
UPDATE

Advocates for additional housing for persons with mental illness gathered in Nashville for a press
conference to help launch $4.5 million in housing grants.

DMHDD Commissioner Elisabeth
Rukeyser and THDA Executive Director
Janice Myrick announced in February that
$4.5 million was being awarded to provide
housing for people with mental illness.  The
announcement was made at a joint press
conference February 21 at the War Memorial
Auditorium in Nashville.

The grants are the result of the Creating

Homes Initiative (CHI), spearheaded by the
DMHDD Office of Housing Planning and
Development.  CHI proposes to create 2005
new permanent housing options statewide by
the year 2005.

CHI grants were awarded in Nashville,
Memphis, Jackson and Chattanooga.
Grantees include:  

Nashville
Park Center....................................$404,928
Foundations......................................281,312
Successful Survivors.........................172,100
Centerstone........................................30,500
Urban Housing
Solutions.........................................700,000

Memphis
Southeast Mental Health Center..$323,171
Helping CDC...................................100,000
Foundations......................................877,206

Chattanooga
A.I.M. Center................................$323,000

Jackson
Behavioral Health
Initiatives....................................$1,091,453

The issues facing the people of Tennessee
are many.  The answers are not simple.  The
Tennessee Radio Network brings the facts to
the forefront not only in their statewide
broadcast feeds to a bevy of stations, but also
on their web site.

One segment is designed to increase public
awareness about mental health issues.  The
DMHDD hosts Mental Health Matters, a 10-
minute segment, which focuses on
communicating the message that it’s okay to
seek mental health treatment and directs
people where to get information.

The show is directed by DMHDD Medical
Director Judy Regan, M.D., M.B.A. and
moderated by Martha Robinson, M.B.A.,
director of the Office Public Information and

DMHDD/THDA Award Housing Grants

Mental Health Matters

June Event to Target
Children’s Issues

State agency policymakers, advocacy
groups, providers and parent advocates of
children’s services will gather in Nashville on
Friday June 15 for “A Conversation with
Policymakers, From TennCare Policy to
Programs: What is Working in Tennessee.”

To be held at the Westminster Presbyterian
Church on West End Avenue, primary
sponsors include the TennCare for Children
Program, Early Child Health Outreach
Program, Child and Family Policy Center at
Vanderbilt Institute for Public Policy Studies
and Head Start State Collaboration Office.

Attendees will hear about the current
state of TennCare for children and join in
two of the following break-out panels and
discussions:

• School-based Approaches to Health
Care

• Coordination of Education and
Outreach about EPSDT

• Enrollment- Reaching Non-English
speaking Families

• Coordinator of Care between Physical
and Mental Health

There is no charge for the event, but
registration is limited. For more information
call (615) 322-8505.
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